
31st October 2021 

31st Sunday In Ordinary Time 

Readings: Deuteronomy 6:2-6; Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 12:28-34. 

Pastoral Associate: Benita Kiutau Ph 299 6056 weekdays (except Wednesdays)  

Parish Office: Angie Hodge Ph 299 6056    

Sacramental Programme: Parish Office 

Parish Office/Library: Tuesday to Friday: 8:00 am – 3:00 pm    Parish Hall Hireage:   Parish Office   Ph 299 6056 

St Mary’s Catholic School: Ph 298 4450    Web Site:  www.stmaryspapakura.school.nz 

St Mary’s Catholic Church 
 

 

52 East Street, Papakura 2110 
Parish Priest: Fr James Mulligan  

Phone 09 298 5134 | Office 09 299 6056  
Email: office@stmaryspapakura.co.nz|www.papakuracatholic.org.nz 

Facebook –search: St Mary's Parish Catholic Church Papakura 

     – A listening, praying, servant community –  

 

30th Sunday In  

Ordinary Time 
 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

(Year B) 
  

Jeremiah 31:7-9;  

Hebrews 5:1-6;  

Mark 10:46-52 

 Sunday 

 

Welcome/Intercessions 

Saturday 5pm 

 

 

Sunday 8:30am 

                                                                         

 

 

Sunday 10:30 

 

 

 

Ministers of the Word    

Extra-Ordinary Ministers  
of the Eucharist 

   

Altar Servers      

Fr John Vianney in Uganda is putting  

together a scholarship fund for  

students at a high school he has  

established. Some students are not able 

to continue their studies owing to lack of 

funds.  

New website: www.sfahighschool.org  
 

If any of you want to contribute he has an account with BNZ: 

MAKANDA JOHN MARY VIANNEY   

Acc Number:  02-0400-0111981-097 

Bank Ref: Your Name / Scholarship  

How many of us are catching up with our reading in lockdown? Right now, I’m reading a 

wonderful novel by Anthony Doerr entitled All The Light We Cannot See.  Set in France 

during World War II, it tells the story of Marie-Laure LeBlanc and Werner Pfennig. Blind 

since the age of six, Marie’s world is full of mazes such as the miniature of her Paris    

neighbourhood made by her father to teach her the way home, the layers within an  

invaluable diamond that her father guards with his life and the walled city where they 

take refuge. Werner is an orphan conscripted into the German Army. Although they’re 

only together for a short time, they form a very strong bond. As for how the story ends, 

you’ll have to read it for yourselves! All The Light We Cannot See illustrates the ways that 

ordinary people try to be good to one another, against all the odds. Physical sight is one 

thing but the insights into reality that people like Marie-Laure have is something else    

entirely. The only thing worse than being visually impaired is having sight but no vision. No 

degree of earthly darkness can extinguish the glow of a soul’s inner light.  
 

In our Gospel, the blind man Bartimaeus’ experience of physical healing at the hands of 

Jesus relates a similar story. Begging by the roadside, Bartimaeus seems condemned to 

end his life in darkness. That is, until Jesus comes along. Unlike the disciples and everyone 

else in the crowd who see without insight, Bartimaeus knows precisely who Jesus is. On 

hearing our friend’s plea for help, the Son of David is stopped in his tracks to fulfil         

Jeremiah’s promise of healing and restoration for Israel in the darkness of exile.            

Bartimaeus somehow manages to stand right in front of Jesus as if guided by spiritual 

sonar. “What do you want me to do for you?”, Jesus asks. Now Jesus knows very well   

already what Bartimaeus wants. Obviously, Bartimaeus wants to see again. But what 

seems like a pointless question on Jesus’ part is an invitation to faith. When Mark writes 

that Bartimaeus proceeded to follow Jesus along the way, he is referring not to a       

physical journey but to the way of discipleship. Bartimaeus’ dramatic gesture of throwing 

off his cloak to come before Jesus is a powerful sign of how much his life has been 

changed. Once dependent on the loose change of an indifferent and hostile crowd, 

Bartimaeus can be relied on to be an agent of real change for others. Once blinded by 

the bondage of dependency, Bartimaeus’ sight is restored that he may recover his lost 

sense of self. He who once sowed in tears can now sing with the Psalmist as he reaps  

salvation born of inner healing. No degree of earthly darkness can extinguish the glow of 

a soul’s inner light. 
 

So how well do we see? What do we want Jesus to do for us? Even in lockdown, Jesus is 

calling us to come to him just as he called Bartimaeus. From the place of our brokenness. 

As our compassionate high priest, Jesus acts for us in our relations with God as the author 

of Hebrews writes. To lead us from the darkness of our present uncertainties to the light of 

eventual freedom. In a post-Christian society like ours where the first casualty of conflict is 

truth, what cloaks of false     appearances must we throw off to experience reality from 

God’s point of view in the light 

of the Gospel? Does spiritual 

blindness keep us so focussed 

in on ourselves and our own 

limited perspectives that we let 

Jesus pass us by unrecognised? 

Even if we can only follow him 

by faith and not by sight, Jesus 

heals the eyes of our hearts to 

make obvious his otherwise 

hidden presence, that is even 

brighter than the surfaces of 

Marie-Laure’s diamond. No 

degree of earthly, Delta     

darkness can extinguish the 

glow of our spirit’s inner light. 

Let us arise with Bartimaeus and 

go on our way. For our faith has 

saved us…     

 

Welcome to any new parishioners! Please complete the form put in blue box in foyer or drop off at the parish office, thank you. 
 

Mr/Mrs/Ms Family Name……………………………………First Name…………………………………………………………………………... 
 

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
 

 Postcode...……………………………. 
 

Phone…………………………………………………………………………….      Email……………………………………………………… 

 

Mass Times 
 

Saturday:  Vigil   5.00pm 

Sunday:   8.30am   10.30am  

Filipino Mass 1st Sunday 12.30pm  

Samoan Mass 2nd Sunday 12.00pm 

Baptisms 3rd Sunday 12noon 

 

Clevedon Community 8.30am  

1st Sunday of  month  

Clevedon District Centre  

(Postponed until further notice) 
 

 

RECONCILIATION 9 - 10am Saturdays 

Weekday Mass: 
 

Monday 9:00am 

Tuesday9:00am 

Wednesday 9:00am 

Thursday 9:30am 

 Friday 9.00am  

First Fridays of month  10.00am 

Saturdays  8.30am 
 

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

Fridays 9.30am  -  12.00 noon  
(10am—12noon First Friday of  month) 

Our Vinnie’s Shop has expanded and is now able 

to accept donations of household furniture and 

appliances. If you can deliver to the shop at     

275A Great South Road, Papakura, this would be 

greatly appreciated. Should you require a collection, you can 

phone 2965052, Monday to Fri-

day 10am to 3pm and Saturday 

10am to 12noon to arrange for a 

pickup time and date. 

Bartimaeus could see now 

and no band of tough talking minders 

was going to silence him. 

He’d been pushed out of the way 

far too many times. 

He could see through the eyes 

of this Jesus, 

through the eyes of the stories 

that had rekindled his hope, 

and drawn now to this man of healing 

who listens and hears the pain of the sick and deprived; 

who looks and sees and turns not aside 

from the deformed, the depraved, the rotting away. 

He could see through the judgements and blame 

to his own buried treasure of worth 

and that he matters in the eyes of this man. 

He’ll hear me ! 

He’ll see me ! 

He’ll heal me for sure ! 

(Noel Davis, He’ll Heal Me For Sure, 1994) 

http://www.stmaryspapakura.school.nz


Welcome to St Mary’s Parish    

 

PARISH SITE DEVELOPMENT 
 

"Building A Vibrant Faith Community”  
 

Online Donations:    
 

Acc. 02-0100-0120982-10      
 

REF: Build Fund 
 

Include your pledge number or contact parish office for receipt. 

  Sunday 24th October 2021 
   

Week 
Oct 

25th - 30th 

 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
Sts Simon & Jude 

Apostles 

Friday 
 

Saturday  
 

Psalm 68 126 13 19A 147B 94 

1Reading 
Romans 

8:12-17 

Romans 

8:18-25 

Romans 

8:26-30 

Ephesians 

2:19-22 

Romans 

9:1-5 

Romans 

11:1-2,11-12, 

25-29 

Gospel 
Luke 

13:10-17 

Luke 

13:18-21 

Luke 

13:22-30 

Luke 

6:12-16 

Luke 

14:1-6 

Luke 

14:1-6 

 

Children's Liturgy:10.30 Sunday (Term time/not run on Public  

Holiday weekends) for children aged 4-8 years. 

Holy Rosary: 8:30, 5:30p.m. Monday to Friday    

Stations of the Cross: 5pm Fridays.  Michael  298 9295 

The statue of Our Lady is available for families,  

add your name to the list in the foyer or ph Jean 296 5486 

Legion of Mary: Tuesdays 5pm, hall committee room.  

Celerina 298 4080 

Medjugorje prayer meetings: Mondays, @ 2/1 Clark Rd,  

Joseph 298 2297 

Meditation Groups: Tuesdays 9.40am  Fr Ryder Rm.     
(St Anne's Manurewa every Monday 5-6pm in the Chapel.) 
 

Music for Mass:  Choir practice Wednesdays 7pm, come 

along or contact Judith ph 268 1884, newcomers welcome. 

Knitting group: each 2nd & 4th Tuesday: 1- 3 pm Ryder Rm.  

Jenny 297 7292 

St Vincent de Paul Foodbank Office: Tuesday/Thursday  

10-12noon  ph 299 6056  

St Vincent de Paul Shop: 10-3pm weekdays,  

10-12noon Saturdays;  275 Great South Rd, 296 5052 

The Knights Of The Southern Cross - John Curtin 021 995 302 
 

Or Richard Powell  

 

 

We pray for  those who have died  ….  
 

 
 

 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this 

time including: Eileen Kerr, Cecilia Shaw, 

Mayreen Prendergast, Joan Munn,           

Anna Crombach, Angela Thompson, 

Margaret Cromack, Douglass Scott,        

James Markham and Louisa Potter. 
 

 

 

We pray for those who are sick including:  
 

Elizabeth Nau, Alipati Afoa, William Marshal,                

Elizabeth Schubert, Marna & Tony Starbuck,  

Seamus O’Sullivan, Pauleen McDonald Antoinette Anton, 

Hélène Green, Daphne Bankien and Christopher Bird. 

 

  St Mary’s Youth Group   
 

               ‘You are the Church of today’ 

 

"Everyone is welcome to the smyfs family" 
 

When: 7pm- 8:30pm 

Where: Church hall 

Who:  Ages 10 and over  
 

Term one dates:  
 
 

Parent contact: Tracey Luamanu 

Phone Number:027 388 1556 

Youth leader contact: Tahnee TePuia-Afoa 

Phone number:021 084 4848 
 

New to the Parish  
 

Welcome   
 

 

 

……………………………………… 
 

Contact form P.T.O  

and  

foyer 

 (blue box)  

or Parish Office  

Bequests: Have you remembered St Mary’s in your Will.   

ST MARY'S CATHOLIC SCHOOL, PAPAKURA 
54 Clark Road 

We love being an active part of our parish community. 
Your children are our children.  Your family is our family. 

Together We Learn, We Pray, We serve  
Me Whakakotahi, Kia Maarama, Kia Pono, Ki Te Karakia  

ENROL NOW! PLACES ARE FILLING UP FAST! 
Visits welcome. Contact our school office on 09 298 4450 or visit 
our new website. www.stmaryspapakura.school.nz   

Follow us on Facebook too! 

St Mary's, Papakura School Hall is available for hire to clubs, 
businesses and for private events. This is a large, pristine venue 
with kitchen, toilet and parking facilities. Please call our school 
office on 09 2984450 for more information. 

 
 
  
 

137 Airfield Road, Takanini 

  1. School website: www.holytrinity.school.nz 

2. School email: office@holytrinity.school.nz 

Enquiries and school visits welcome  

Phone school office (09) 296 9039 

Parish Building Project Fundraising Team Contact Details 

Can you help make our dream for a better church a reality? 

Contact one of us to arrange a time to meet to discuss your 

options. There will be an option that will work for you.  We 

can also explain how up to 33% of your donation can be 

claimed back from IRD. 
 

David Tennent – dandjct@gmail.com   

09 268 1884 or 027 489 4404 

Vince O’Loughlin – loch.ness@xtra.co.nz     

09 291 9194 or 021 379 845 

Church Events: 
 

School Preference Forms:  Please note that Fr James is         

available to sign School Preference Forms on Thursday 

Mornings from 10am to 12noon and afternoons from 4pm to 

6pm in the Parish Office. Many thanks for your co-operation. 
 

Parish Baptisms:  

Baptisms will be celebrated on the  THIRD SUNDAY of the 

month after the 10:30 Mass. Please note that there will now 

be a monthly group baptismal preparation course in the  

Ryder Room on the last Thursday of the month at 7pm.  

(Next session to be advised) 

Please contact Fr James to register and for further details on 

telephone 2985134. No paperwork, no baptism. 

St Mary’s School Mass  

Please note that because during term time the 

classes from the school will attend Thursday 

Morning Mass, the time has changed to 9:30am 

permanently to stop confusion. 

Notices from Titipounamu Study & Joy 

Online Sessions (DayTime): 

Ignatian Imaginative Contemplation – Praying 

with Imagination with Laetitia Puthenpadath. 

Thursdays, 04 and 22 November, 2-3,30pm. 

ZOOM. Koha/Donation. 

https://www.studyjoy.nz/events/ignatian-imaginative-

contemplation-2/ 

Online Sessions (Evening):  

Infancy Narratives & Nativity Scenes with Kieran Fenn fms and 

Beate Matthies. 

Mondays, 22 November and 06 December, 7-8.30pm. ZOOM. 

Koha/Donation. 

https://www.studyjoy.nz/events/infancy-narratives/ and 

https://www.studyjoy.nz/events/nativity-scenes/ 

For more information and registration: www.studyjoy.nz 

Muffin Talk Radio Programme recordings and video clips on 

religion, interfaith and community available at https://

www.studyjoy.nz/category/resources/muffin-talk/ 

Additional Altar Servers Needed 
 

Altar Server Training to be held 

in September.  Please register 

your child’s interest by  

completing the Registration 

form and dropping it off at the 

Parish office before August 30th. 

 

Fr James Mulligan invites all interested to a 

scheduled Zoom meeting to celebrate the 

Liturgy of the Word. To join Zoom Meeting, 

please contact Fr James for an invitation. 

The Diocesan website has a schedule of 

some initiatives that are ongoing in the 

Diocese while in lockdown. Please go to 

the site if for inspiration and information 

 
Positive Thoughts: 

Kia Ora, my name is Mary, and I belong to a Catholic Church 

in Auckland. I am undertaking a Master's thesis at Unitec. This 

study explores the lived experiences of elderly Catholic 

Church members regarding how their religious faith and   

identity shape their views of assisted dying, particularly in light 

of the recently passed End of Life Choice Act. I am looking 

for participants aged 65 and older, of European, Māori, and 

Pasifika descent from this parish for an interview. If you are 

interested, don't hesitate to contact me on 027 529 0307 or 

email mary3hot@yahoo.com. I am happy to provide more 

information on this study. 

 

One of the most arduous spiritual tasks is that of 
giving up control and allowing the Spirit of God to 

lead our lives. 
Henri Nouwen 

PROLIFE FACTS PROLIFE FACTS 

The Ministry of Health recently released the 

abortion statistics for the year 2020-21,      

indicating a three percent rise in the       

number to 13,246 abortions, compared to 

12,857 in the previous year. Further, 18.6% of 

known pregnancies ended in an abortion for the year 2020-21, 

compared with 17.7% the previous year (this percentage    

excludes miscarried pregnancies). These increases are not 

unexpected because the new abortion legislation enacted in 

March 2020, enables women to self-refer to the clinics. Also, 

Early Medical Abortions have become more accessible as 

GPs, midwives and nurses are permitted to administer the first 

of 2 tablets lethal to the unborn baby. These sad statistics call 

not for “Abortion-care” as it is officially termed, but for real   

options to be made available for mothers, fathers and families 

considering abortion, including practical and emotional     

support, and opportunities to investigate options such as 

adoption and whāngai, so that mothers feel empowered and 

supported in choosing life for their babies. 

 

For more pro-life information, visit voiceforlife.org.nz. 

 

Petition - Repeal the Abortion Legislation Act 2020 —          

Voice For Life 

Petition Information The Abortion Legislation Act has com-

pletely erased any recognition of the right an unborn child has 

to life. This Act was not necessary to prevent women who seek 

an abortion from being criminalised. 

www.voiceforlife.org.nz 
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