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St Mary’s Catholic School, Papakura

Term 1 Week 1

Wednesday 3rd to Friday 5th February 2021

Together We Learn, We Pray, We Serve
Me Whakakotahi, Kia Maarama, Kia Pono, Ki Te Karakia
DATES TO
REMEMBER

Saturday 6th February
Waitangi Day (observed Monday
8th February)
Tuesday 9th February
1.00 pm - Year 7/8 Technology at
Papakura Intermediate
7.30 pm - Gala Committee
meeting held in the staffroom
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Thursday 11th February
Gala Gate Collection/Mufti Day
(Bethlehem/Nazareth - Lollies and
Chocolates)
(Jerusalem/Emmaus - Cans)
Friday 12th February
2pm - School Assembly held in
the school hall. (Even Weeks)
Monday 15th February
Schoolwide Swimming Sports at
Massey Park Aquatic Centre
Tuesday 16th February
12.15pm - Burning of the Palms

I hope that you all have had a wonderful summer break with lots of family fun. It sure is a relief that we were blessed
with a beautiful COVID-free summer holiday! Not many places in the world have been able to have that and we feel
really blessed to live in Aotearoa New Zealand.
A very special welcome to all our new families/whanau/ aiga. We look forward to getting to know you over the next few
weeks. A great opportunity to get to know each other will be our Annual Family Summer Picnic, scheduled for Thursday
25 February at 5pm. If you have some ideas to improve our picnic or would like to support the organisation of the event
in any way, please make contact with us by calling or emailing the school office. More specific information about our
picnic will be coming out over the next two weeks.
We have been very fortunate that we have been able to keep our school community healthy and COVID-free. It is
important to keep it this way, so I am appealing to all parents, caregivers and visitors to our school to please scan in
using your APP or sign in at the office when you come onto our school site. It's also a great idea to activate your
bluetooth tracking, but please do sanitise/ wash your hands regularly and try to stay away from our school site if you are
showing signs/ symptoms of illness. It is our most important priority and responsibility to take every possible precaution
to keep our children, our staff and our community safe.
We don't know what the future holds, but we know who holds our future!

New reports of COVID in the Northland community have caused much concern, but we will continue to keep our
children engaged, busy and happy during this time. If you are concerned about your child's emotional or mental wellbeing, please call in for a chat about how we can support you. We will do everything we can to assist. Our leadership
team is working hard to make sure that we are prepared in the event that we need to suddenly go to digital/ home
learning again. We have begun to stock up on hygiene items and all students are expected to wash their hands and
utilise the hand sanitisers made available in their classrooms. Children who show cold and flu symptoms are asked to
stay home until a doctor can confirm that they are well enough to return to school. This will be an ongoing expectation
at our school, especially during this period while COVID still presents a threat. We are determined to keep school as
normal as possible, with lots of hands-on learning and exciting events for our children. Our School Swimming Sports Day
is scheduled for Monday 15 February at Massey Park Swimming Pools. We hope that many parents will be able to
attend to support our students. Details of this event will be provided in the next two weeks.
Our School Assemblies are planned for alternate Fridays at approximately 2pm, beginning on Friday Week 2 (12
February). All parents and friends of St Mary's are welcome to attend.

Thursday 18th February
6.00 pm (time tbc) - BoT Meeting
held in the staffroom

Also important to note is that the Fonterra Milk for Schools Programme has now been discontinued and they will no
longer be supplying daily milk for our students. Fonterra has offered us the opportunity to run a school breakfast
programme instead. Unfortunately, we do not have the staff capability to run the programme. If you would like to offer
your services to run this programme as a volunteer to our school, please contact the school office.

Thursday 25th February
5.00 pm - Annual Family Summer
Picnic
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Warm greetings and welcome back to school!

Wednesday 17th February
12.15pm - Ash Wednesday

Friday 19th February
9.15 am - Beginning of Year
School Mass
Year 5 - 8 North Counties
Swimming Sports
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Principal’s Note

Our School Gala date has been set for Sunday 11 April 2021. Our wonderful Gala Committee have already started the
planning and preparation last year and are very keen to enlist further volunteer help to continue the preparation as well
as to support on the day. Please contact us if you would like to help in any way at all. This is a community venture
which massively supports our school to be able to provide for the education needs of our students. We are very lucky to
have this level of support from our parent community. Please seriously consider being a part of this wonderful event.
Lastly, thank you to all families who have ensured that their children have all their stationery and uniform items to begin
the year. This makes for a strong start for these children and a much easier transition to the new year. Please feel free
to make contact with the teachers in your child's team if there is anything you'd like to discuss or clarify, or simply just to
introduce yourself. It is important to note that your child does not only have one teacher. Each team works closely
together as one class with three teachers and a learning support teacher. All teachers in the team will teach your child
through the day and all teachers in the team will take responsibility to build a strong relationship with you and your
child.
We look forward to another wonderful year at St Mary's, Papakura.

Thanks, Audrey

Term 1 Week 1
Dear Parents, Caregivers, Students, Parishioners & Friends of St Mary’s Catholic School
To start the new year, our concept learning is grounded in the words of St Paul in Romans 8:16 &17 and what the Catechism of the Catholic
Church teaches about our vocation to holiness.
Rom. 8 : 16 It is the Spirit himself bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.
Our children will be exploring their identity as children of God and hence heirs of God, born into His Kingdom through their baptism into the
Church. They will explore their sense of belonging to their families, their churches, their communities and our school community. Along with
that identity, children and teachers will research the origins of our school, our charism and its patrons. We will celebrate the right to claim and
live in the inheritance that God has provided, but also the responsibility to suffer with Christ, so that we can be glorified with Him. To practice
this learning, children will begin to explore and put in to practice the mission of our school and our greater mission as a church/ family of Christ.
As you know, our core objective as a Catholic School is to support and nurture your child's
relationship and encounter with Christ. We are encouraging all students to attend Mass as
often as possible in their own churches and parishes and we encourage you to read the daily
Bible readings and join with your children in prayer each day. In the next two or three weeks
each family will receive a welcome gift which will support you with this. Please make this a
priority for your family. Your children will be encouraged to lead this at home. The usual
prayer bags will therefore, no longer be sent home once each family has their new "Welcome
to St Mary's" Prayer pack. Please enjoy this very special gift from our Board of Trustees.
We look forward to celebrating our Beginning of Year School Mass on 19 February in our
school hall. Please join us for this special Mass.

Staffing 2021
Mrs Audrey Kippen - Principal
Mrs Anna Buckley - Deputy Principal/SENCo
Mrs Bernadette Paulse - Director of Religious Studies
Team Bethlehem (Year 0 - Year 2)
Bethlehem JC
Year 1/2
Mrs Jeannette Cobbald (Term One)
Bethlehem JM
Year 1/2
Mrs Jay Moodly
Bethlehem SM
New Entrants Mrs Simone Butler
Bethlehem TR
Bethlehem KG

Year 1/2
Mrs Tanya Rowe (On Leave/Terms One and Two)
New Entrants Mrs Krishnie Govender (On Leave/Term One)

Team Nazareth (Year 3 - Year 4)
Nazareth BP
Year 3/4
Nazareth MB
Year 3/4
Nazareth DN
Year 3/4

Mrs Bernadette Paulse (Team Leader)
Mrs Mary Bird
Miss Danielle Nattrass

Team Jerusalem (Year 5 - Year 6)
Jerusalem KB
Year 5/6
Jerusalem JA
Year 5/6
Jerusalem JG
Year 5/6

Mrs Kerryn Baker (Team Leader)
Mrs Jelinda Adams
Mrs Jesy Griffin

Team Emmaus (Year 7 - Year 8)
Emmaus JF
Year 7/8
Emmaus AW
Year 7/8

Mr John Frings (Team Leader)
Mrs Anneke Walker

Teaching Support / Support Staff
Mrs Helen Woodbridge - Executive Assistant
Mrs Beverly Perez - Finance Officer
Mr Murray Carter - Property Manager

Miss Rhiannon Bates - Learning Support Teacher
Mrs Robyn Breen - Learning Support Teacher
Mrs Anne Devoy - Learning and Library Support Teacher
Miss Michelle Garden - Learning Support Teacher
Mrs Lynette Harnett - Learning Support Teacher
Mrs Beverley Wetere - Learning Support Teacher
Mrs Jean White - Language Support Teacher / International Students
Mātua Wade Heke - Kapa Haka Tutor / Kaupapa Māori Curriculum Support
Kiwi Can Co-ordinators - Mr Matt Nanai and Mrs Here Piho
Regular Relievers
Mrs Clare Culpan and Mr Kay Moodly

Term Dates 2021
Term One - Wednesday 3rd February to Friday 16th April 2021
Term Two - Monday 3rd May to Friday 9th July 2021
Term Three - Monday 26th July to Friday 1st October 2021
Term Four - Monday 18th October to Wednesday 15th December 2021

Wednesday 3rd to Friday 5th February 2021
Te Rerenga Kōrero
This week's Rerenga o te wiki - phrase of the week - from Te Taura Whiri - The Māori Language Commission is:
"Kāore i tua atu i a koe!" … which means … "There’s no one better than you!"
You might find this website useful to help with pronunciation: http://kupu.maori.nz/kupu-o-te-wiki-2016
ĀKINA TE REO - Give TE REO MĀORI a go!

!!! U R G E N T !!!
Parent Supervision / Road Patrol (Volunteers)
We are in urgent need of parent volunteers to assist us with supervising our Road Patrol students on
Wednesday and Thursday mornings.

If you are able to assist, could you please contact the school office either by email: office@stmaryspapakura.school.nz
or Telephone: (09) 298 4450.

~ Our School Newsletter ~
As we move into a new, more digital and environment friendly era, we believe that it is important for us to reduce our use
of paper. Please note that our newsletters will no longer be sent home in paper form. Newsletters will be published in the
first week of each month on our website, Facebook page and our school APP. We will send all newsletters out to our parents' email list as well.
Please make sure that you are on our email list and let us know if your email has changed, so that you do not miss out on
important information and communication. Also please make sure that you download our APP onto your smart phone.
This is the most convenient and quickest way to receive messages from school.
MusIQhub Music Lessons - At St Mary’s Catholic School - Sign Up Now for Term One
2021! - Our friends at MusIQhub are happy to announce that there will be new spaces
available this term for Drum, Piano/Keyboard, Guitar and Ukulele lessons during school
hours! Also, there will also be Singing, Recorder and Flute lessons available! Please
enquire now to book in spaces for quality music lessons taught by experienced
professional musicians.
Drums, Piano/Keyboard, Singing, Recorder and Flute - Paul Barry 022 198 0044
Email: paul.barry@musiqhub.co.nz
Guitar and Ukulele - Lih Foo 021 2076 231 Email: lih.foo@musiqhub.co.nz

Student Welcome - We offer a special welcome to Spencer Fatupaito, Kate Butler, Raymond Vakauta, Amaya Varghese,
Jennifer Merkofer, Preston Daniels, L J Tula’i, Nari Tula’i, Satali Tula’i, Isaac Tesimale, Samuel Tesimale, Kadisha Fetu'u
and Sophia Morrison who started at St Mary's Catholic School today.
We look forward to getting to know you and making you welcome at our school.

SAS Sport Ltd / The Uniform Shoppe - Uniforms are available for purchase from the SAS Sport shop located at 28B Wood
Street, Papakura. The shop hours are Monday to Friday 8.30 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. AND Saturdays 9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. Shop
Telephone: 296 6063 - or visit: www.theuniformshoppe.co.nz and click ‘shop online’. WINZ Quotes are available through
SAS Sports. Caps ($14) and 'Scrunchies' ($2) are available through the school office.
Please ensure all items are 'clearly named'.
See our website on: www.stmaryspapakura.school.nz - Ka Kite Ano.
Mrs Audrey Kippen - Principal - Wednesday 3rd February 2021

Don't forget to like us on Facebook, so that you can keep up to date with events and special notices.

